woodlands in the three counties. To the large number of gentle
men who have helped us, either by taking soil samples on their
land or by giving us information, we would wish to lender our
warmest thanks, but there are among- them several who have on
many occasions given us so freely of their time ami alleuttou
that we may be allowed to mention them by name, Mr. Arthur
Finn, of Lydd, has been constant in his assistance to our work
i.u llonmey Marsh; Mr. Henry Rigdcn, of Aslilord, has always
allowed us to draw on him for information about Kent sheep and
Sussex cattle; and. Mr. W. IL .Hammond, of Canterbury, ban
also .helped us in many ways. Mr. -Charles Stokes, of Ashford,
has prepared for us the map of Komney Marsh, in which he has
incorporated the results of his long studies of the changing coast
line. To these names should be added those of '.Messrs. Alfred
Amos, of Wye; .11. W. Clements, of Boughlon. Aluph; M. J^aycvrs,
of Holm wood; II. W. Drevvitt, of (Jolworth; W. Killick, of
Beddinghum; and S. Eumes, of Lynch, Mid hurst; while among
our old colleagues and pupils, K. J. J. Mackenzie, Arthur Amos,
C. T. (jrimingham, and (J. H. Grellier have been particularly
useful. For the photographs we have been, among others,
indebted to Dr. (J. Abbot, of Tunbridgc 'Wells; Dr. .K. V.
Darbishire, of Wye College; and to A. II. De, 'At.h, of Ashford,
who took great pains over the views he was asked to obtain for us.
The maps, which show the distribution of crops, arc based upon
the parish returns, of which the Board of Agriculture were good
enough to supply us an abstract.
Jj'inally, we have to thank the Board of Agriculture For under-
taking the publication of the whole report. When we had
reached the end of our work and. "begun to consider the question
of publication, it was apparent that no publisher could bring out
the book with its numerous maps a,ml illustrations ami its muss
of figures, except at a price which would put it out of reach
of the farmer. Yet the whole work had been done for the benefit
of the working farmer; we, therefore laid the matter before Ihc
Board of Agriculture, who obtained the permission of the
Treasury to bring out the book in, its present form and price., in
order to render it widely accessible.
It will be seen that we have taken the geological formations as
the basis of our work, and have assumed thai each formation
represented in the district will give rise to a soil type which can
be characterised both by its moc.ha.ni.cal analysis and by special
features in the farming which prevails over its outcrop. The
justification for these cardinal assumptions was obtained in the
early stages of the work by following the dividing line repre-
senting the outcrop of t\vo^ for mat ions, and finding (1) that the
dividing line .held for the soils as well as for the underlying
formations; (2) that the soils from any formation ('with one or
two exceptions) did show on analysis certain, common features
which marked them off from other soils. These conclusions have
been strengthened as our work proceeded^ all our experience, in
the field goes to show that each formation in the area under
consideration gives rise to a, distinct, soil type, the characteristic
composition of which can further be recognised by making up